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ORDINANCE 2018-______

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PALM 
COAST, FLORIDA SUBMITTING TO THE ELECTORS OF PALM 
COAST PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CHARTER OF THE CITY 
OF PALM COAST WHICH SHALL BE CONSIDERED BY BALLOT; 
PROVIDING BALLOT TITLES AND SUMMARIES FOR THE PROPOSED 
CHARTER AMENDMENTS; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTION TO THE 
CITY CLERK;; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS, SEVERABILITY. AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE FOR THE ORDINANCE AND 
FOR THE APPROVED AMENDMENTS.

WHEREAS, the City Council of Palm Coast established a comprehensive public process 
permitting input concerning the existing City Charter; and 

WHEREAS, the process was designed to provide an open, objective, and deliberative 
process during which ample opportunity was provided for the public to participate in a 
comprehensive study of any and all phases of City government; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council convened this comprehensive study of the City Charter to 
avoid piecemeal changes to the City’s organic law, an option which the City Council found as 
essential to the proper and orderly function of government; and 

WHEREAS, after conducting numerous public meetings, at which the existing City 
Charter was examined and debated and various Charter amendment proposals from citizens and 
advisors were considered, the City Council considered various options for amendments to the 
existing Palm Coast Charter; and 

WHEREAS, as a result of the input, recommendations, and advice received during this 
public process and after careful deliberation and consideration, the City Council finds that it is in 
the best interests of the public health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Palm Coast to propose 
revisions to the Palm Coast City Charter in accordance with Section 10 of the Palm Coast City 
Charter and Section 166.031, Florida Statutes; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the proposed ballot questions and summaries 
should be submitted to the City electorate for its consideration and final approval or disapproval; 
and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Palm Coast desires to put to a vote of the 
citizens the issue of whether the Charter should be changed as proposed by the City Council 
following the aforedescribed public process; and 
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WHEREAS, Section 166.031, Florida Statutes, provides that the governing body of a 
municipality may, by ordinance, submit to the electors of said municipality proposed amendments 
to its Charter, which amendments may be to any part or all of its Charter; and

WHEREAS, Section 10 of the City Charter provides that amendments to the Charter may 
be submitted to the electors by a majority vote of the Council members, and if the proposed 
amendments are approved by a majority of the electors, the amendments shall become law; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds it to be in the best interests of its citizens to submit 
said proposed Charter amendments to the voters at a referendum election conducted by the Flagler 
County Supervisor of Elections on November 6, 2018.
        

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF PALM COAST, 
FLORIDA: 

SECTION 1. Referendum Election.  The City Council of the City of Palm Coast, 
pursuant to Section 166.031 Florida Statutes, hereby proposes and approves amendments to the 
Charter of the City of Palm Coast, which proposed amendments are set forth below.  Each question 
shall be voted on separately and approved or disapproved based on its own merit. Such referendum 
election shall be held in conformity with the laws of the State of Florida.  The Supervisor of 
Elections of Flagler County is to coordinate all matters of said referendum election with the Palm 
Coast City Clerk, pursuant to that Interlocal Agreement between the City and the Supervisor of 
Elections.  

SECTION 2.  Amendments to City Charter.  The form of the ballot for the Charter 
Amendments proposed in this Ordinance shall be as follows:

City Charter Amendment 1:  

TITLE:

CHARTER AMENDMENTS TO UPDATE OUTDATED AND TO 
CLARIFY AMBIGOUS CHARTER PROVISIONS.

SUMMARY:

Shall the Charter be amended (1) to remove outdated portions of the Charter, (2) to 
replace the current legal boundary description with a general boundary statement, 
and (3) to revise requirements for consistency with state laws.

Shall the above-described Charter Amendment be adopted?

Yes

No
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City Charter Amendment 2:

TITLE:

CHARTER AMENDMENT TO REVISE THE CHARTER REVIEW PROCESS TO 
INCLUDE AN ADVISORY CHARTER COMMITTEE.

SUMMARY:

Shall the Charter be amended to eliminate outdated language regarding an initial Charter 
review, to include an appointed Advisory Charter Review Committee in the Charter review 
process, and to require a Charter review at least once every ten (10) years.

Shall the above-described Charter Amendment be adopted?

Yes  ________

No ________

City Charter Amendment 3:

TITLE:

CHARTER AMENDMENT REVISING HOW TO FILL A VACANCY IN THE 
OFFICE OF A COUNCIL MEMBER.

SUMMARY:

Shall the Charter be amended to provide that a vacancy in the office of a council  member 
be appointed within 90 days unless the vacancy occurs within 6 months of the next 
regularly scheduled election?

Shall the above-described Charter Amendment be adopted?

Yes  ________

No ________
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SECTION 3.  The proposed amendments, the ballot titles and summaries of the proposed 
amendments to the Charter, as contained in this Ordinance, shall appear on the ballot in the form 
of questions as set forth in Section 2 of this Ordinance.

SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY.  It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City 
Council that the sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Code are severable, 
and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Code shall be declared 
unconstitutional by the valid judgment or decree of a court of competent jurisdiction, such 
unconstitutionality shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs 
and sections of this Code.

SECTION 5. CONFLICTS.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this 
Ordinance are hereby repealed.

SECTION 6. EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDINANCE.  This Ordinance shall become 
effective immediately upon its passage and adoption.

SECTION 7.  EFFECTIVE DATE OF CHARTER AMENDMENTS.  The revised 
Charter provisions proposed for approval in this Ordinance shall become effective upon their 
approval following election of the electors of the City of Palm Coast in accordance with Section 
166.031, Florida Statutes, and Section 10 of the City Charter.  If the electors reject an amendment, 
the rejected amendment shall not take effect.  The City Clerk is hereby directed, upon adoption of 
the revised Charter, to renumber the Charter to logically organize all Charter amendments, and to 
promptly file the revised Charter with the State of Florida, Department of State, as required by 
Section 166.031, Florida Statutes.

Approved on first reading this 20th day of March 2018.

Adopted on the second reading after due public notice and hearing this 3rd day of April 
2018.

CITY OF PALM COAST, FLORIDA

ATTEST: MILISSA HOLLAND, MAYOR

VIRGINIA SMITH, CITY CLERK

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY 

_____________________________________
WILLIAM E. REISCHMANN, JR.

112

9


